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INTRODUCTION. 


— > 00 nc 33 
Wicnonaxce has ever been unfriendly to piety, 
put in the present day it exposes its subjects to 
Prater danger than in any former period. Every 
uninformed profeſsor is now in danger from the 
L spread of deism : such profeſsors are numerous, 
uhile comparatively few who bear the Chriſtian 
name are able to give ajuſt and rational account 
L | of the ground of their belief. Ae cuſtomed to re- 
; ceive the scriptures of the old and new teſtament 
eon the credit of their:forcfathers, they have ne- 
ver thought t ncee ſsary toexamine the evidences 
which entitle them to credit. J his ill-judged 
j confidence has been the cause of their neglect, 
their neglect has leſt them in ignorance, and their. 


ignorance renders them an easy prey to every 
E loquacious sceptic, or arrogant infidel. 

? If the uninformed profeſcor be aſked W hy 
$ Ie believes with 80 much confidence, the mira- 
eulous ſtorics contained in the Bible? he either 
ueakly answers Because my father did, and a 
ereat many more; or he feels himself embar- 
3 raſsed, bluſhes, ind is silent. His adversary 
in triumphs, laughs at him for believing 
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of the multitude. The joint efforts of insolence 


nothing to fear from the learned sophisms of 
they are ignorant of the unahewerible proofs of 


remain in danger from their aſsaults. = 


| information of those who arc unacquainted wit! 
choice of the moſt simple method I can com. 


frequently put by Infidels, firſt, What evidenc! LL 


iv IxrRODUCTION. 
such ſtrange things without better evidence than 
the credulity of his friends, and the ignorante 


and banter have diſtreſsed the minds of nut 
who have not been moved from the hope of the 9 
gospel, but others have been conquered by the 7 
same weapons, and become deiſts. 3 

If profeſsors in general were acquainted wit) Ip 
the evidences of Chriſtianity, we ſhould hare aL 


Hume, or the bold insolence of Paine; but while 
the divine origin of the Scriptures, they will 
To remedy this evil I have now taken up mr 
3 fo 
pen: how far I ſhall suecced, will intirely de. 0 
pend on the Divine bleſſing. As I write forte 
the evidences of Chriſtianity „1 ſhall mar 
mand; I ſhall answer two queſtions which a: 
is there that near eighteen hundred years 27 
such a person as Chriſt did actually live? «I 


condly, What evidence is there that the Chi- 
tian religion is of God? 
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party owes its origin to some man, or set o 


firms the conclusion. 
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ESSSAY I. 

ON THE: 
HISTORICAL EVIDENCE. 


"DES 
Les every v unimportant . eve- 


ry thing of inferior consideration, I firſt 


— — 


proceed to prove by hiſtorical evidence that the 
person called in the new teſtament Jesus Chriſt 


did actually appear about the beginning of the 


Chriſtian Z1a, To prove this, let it be observed, 


_ Firſt, As it is notorious that Chriſtianity 


does now exiſt, it is evident it muſt have had a_ 
founder, and who was the founder, except Jesus 


Chriſt ? The exiſtence of every religious «cc or 
f men. 
Mahometanism exiſts, its exiſtence proves it had 


a beginning, its beginning supposes a founder, 
and who was the founder, except Malioraet ? 


Hiſtory countenances this mode of reasoning, 
and 1a this particular case, and many more, con- 
If we apply. the same 
mode of reasoning to Chriſtianity, who can rea- 
n ny 6 to it? Chriſtianity exiſts, its ex- 

B | iſtence 
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iſtence proves it had a beginning, 


6 ON THE "HISTORICAL 

its beginning 
sup poses an author, and who was this author, 
except Chriſt? Deny that Mahomet ever exiſt- 


cd, and how will you account for Mahomet- 


anism*? Deny that Chriſt ever existed, and how 


will you account for Christianity? Neither sa- 
ered, or profane history gives any other account 


of its origin. If therefore, we deny actual exiſt- 
nee to Chriſt, we are left without any poſſible 


means of giving a reasonable account of the first 


origin of the Christian Religion, The very cx. 


istenco there fore of Christianity proves that such 
a person as Christ has actually existed. 


Secondiy, We have not barely the same cvi- 
dence, but stronger, that Christ did cxist, 


than we have of the real existence of any 


ancient heathen author. What evidence have 
we that Homer, Socrates, Virgil, Cæsar, or 
'Plutarehi, had real ieee We never saw 

Homer, V irgil, Socrates, or Cæsar, we never 
saw them, nor any man that ever did: yet wc 
do not dispute but these men had existence: we 


have no doubt upon the subject. We believe 


these men lived, because we have writings bear- 


ing U. eir names, becausc their works bear evi- 
de 11 


1 
| ed 
61. 
5 " 
„ 
ot ay 
Wl 
1 $ 
5 55 
* D, "1 
4 EY 
_ 
SL... 
4 . 
wo 
_ 
_— 
1 
5 > 
aY 
_ 
1 
(EY 4 
* 
q 
; 
f 


- 3 7 * 
CAA — 2 x, 
TOTS r MST vu 8 EI 
So 6, WS 45 
a . f Ys 


9 


: . 5 5 n 5 EOS * r 
> ; 087 Ihe : : no . » 44 5 x 81 W YT HmRE TTL JL 

h J ; % a : WES SHES, 83 5 8 ers 25 e , 7 

q 2 AS. Pu O93, 1 I oe Ss 1 * r 

„ GS, 2 
D ESD. Pn AAR Das EET be EP AR bar bd rata vs ITS Ph , 

. 7 e . 1 
eee ee N IR es A N * N * N ** n , 


8 7 0 EF yd 8 * 
8 8 * Wa 3 


bw 


mc 0 5 


gent marks of antiquity, and writers of, ore dit 
in different ages have mentioned them, and at- 


tributed to them the works now generally ag- 
knowledged to be theirs. It from such evidence 
we believe their existence, why not frem the 


seme evidence believe with equal confidence, 


the existence of Christ. We have his birth, 


life, and death recorded, net by liimself, it is 
true, but in a leſs exceptionable way : by those 


who Were intimately acquainted with him, His 
rame and works have Leen: nenticred by au- 
thors of the first credit, not enly. <IF.CP8 Chris- 
tians, but among Heathens and Jews, Fer the 
space of s£cventcen hur.dred vears, testimenies 
have been accumulating, and now where one 
testimony can be e produced to prove the real-ex- 


istence of Homer, « or Virgil, or Cæsar, we can 


produce five hundred to prove the real existence 
of Christ. Thoveards have died to confirm 


this, while not 2 +olitary instance of suffering 


and death can "4s produced to cstabhſh the 
real existence of Homer or Virgil, or any 


other ancient autler. If the exivterce! of 
hr ist, thereſore, is to be denied, the existence 
af Secrates, Virgil, and che whole group of en- 
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7 ent for our purpose. 
© hiſtory of the Jews about sixty years after the 


© that he was a preac 
* tized his prosely tes, that he wis well received 
« by the people, that he was imprisoned and put 


ON - THE. HISTORICAL 


iel t authors, must be much more denied, * 
we have evidences of a snperior kind, and great- 


er number, in favour of the ome: than the 


latter. 

Thirdly, Wehave the tetimony both of Hea- 
thens and Jews in support of this fact. The ex- 
iſtence of many Chriſtian writers in the firſt, 


second, and third century, is generally allowed. 

From their teſtimony I might avail myself of 
proofs of the real exiſtence of Chriſt, but lear- 
ing these witnetles, [ paſs to the teſtimony „ 


his enemies. Among these we ſhall find suffici- 


* commencement of Chriſtianity, in a paſſage 


generally e as genuine, makes mention 
ame of John the Baptiſt, 


© of John, under th 
805 of virtue, that he bap- 


© to death by Herod, and t hat Herod lived ina 
criminal cohabitation with his brother's wife. 


In another paſſage, allowed by many, although 
not without conſiderable queſtion being moved 
about it, we hear of © James, the brother of 


him 


Josephus, who wrote his 
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*xvipexce, $ 


& Him who was calfed Jesus, & nf EH 


c put to death. In : a third päffage, found ect 


in every copy that remains of Josephꝰꝗẽ NIRO 


1 but the authenticity of which, has never - 
c thelefs been long dispiited, tre have an expli- 


eit teſtimony of the subſtance of our hiſtory in 
0 these words, * At that time lived Jesus, a wise 


ce man, if he may be called a man, for he per- 


vc formed many wonderful works: he was a teach- 
«er of such men who reccived the truth with 
44 pleasure, he dre w over to him many Jews and 
ce Gentiles, this was the Chriſt, and when Pilate 
rc at the inſti. zation of the chief men among us 
«had condemned him to the croſs, they, who : 
«before had conceived an affection for him, | did 


« not cease to adhere to him: for on the third 
«day he appeared to them alive again, the di- 
vine prophets h: aving forctold these, and ma- 


ny wonderful things concerning him: and the 
«gent of the Chriſtians, so called from him, 


60 subsiſts to this time.“ I ſhall not enter in- 


: to 9 any die pute about the genuineneſs of this 


'® wy l Paſlage, 


* PHB? Erl, of Chrift. Vil. J. P. 1718120. 
Una, 


470 ON THE” HISTORICAL 


a palfage, but omy obset ve, it is but natural to 


a drpeek Josephus! to take some notice of a ect he 


: Mot nete ffarily be acquainted with. The point 


- 


"JC js proved if but the laſt elause be allowed genu- 
Ine; and for what reason ſhould it be given up? 
If no copy without it ean be produced, what 
mould induce us to resign its authority? 


But we do not reſt the whole of our evidence 


on the Jewith hiſtorian-: we have indisputable 
Proof! in heathen authors. The writings of Pliny, 
"Facitus, and Suetonius, furniſh us with many 
to tlie point. The younger Pliny, however po- 
liſhed and improved, pronounced this horrid 


judgment,“ Those who perſiſted in declaring 
themselves Chriftians, I ordered to be led away 


to puniſhment, (i. e. to execution ) for I did 
not doubt, whatever it was that they confeſſed, 
that contumacy and inflexible obstinacy ought 


2 be puniſhed,” Trajan the Emperor, and 
Pliny's Master, though mild, did not exercise 


much moderation towards the Christians. This 
appears by the following advice, The Chris- 
tians are not to be sought for, but if any are 
brcught before you, and convicted, they are to 
be puniſhed.” Tacitus, a well-known historian, 
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EVIDENCE: 0 44 | 
 #ho,wrote * seventy years after Christ 
death, speaking of the fire“ which happened 3 at 
ERome in the reign, of Nero, and of the suspi- 
.cions entertained of the Emperor being himself 
concerned in it, proceeds thus, * But nezther 
their exert ions, nor his largeſſes to the people, 
nor his offerings to the gods, did away the im- 


pious imputation under which Nero lay, of hav- 
ing ordered the city to be set on fire. To put 
an end therefore, to this report, he laid the guilt, 


and inflicted the most cruel puniſhments, upon 


a set of people who were held in abhorrenee for 
their crimes, and were called by the vulgar, : 
Christians. The ſounder of that name was 


Christ, who suffered death in the reign, of Ti- | 
n under his procurator, Pontius Pilate,” 
\ Suetonius, a writer cotemporary with Taci- 
tus, describing the transactions of the same 
reign, uses these words, „ Affecti suppliciis 
Christiani genus hominum superstitionis novæ 


et malificæ. + The Christians, a race of men 


1 This f re happened about 30 years viſto] 7 


deal Fri. t Suet, Nero. wie 16. 


puniſhed. 
From the writings of these heathen authors, 
enemies to Chriſt and his cause, whose credit 


27 
PST... Tit fiIsTORIC AL 


of a pe and dangerous soperstition, were 


as faithful hiſtorians has never been disputed, 


we have the moſt incontestible evidence that the 


very same person called by new testament 
writers Jesus Chriſt, did actually live, and 


2 


Was put to death, near eighteen hundred years | 


ago. 


ten thousand infidels, if open to conviction; but 


to give: a farther display of the ſtrength of teſt iy 


mony in our favour, I ſhall transcribe a few 


paſſages from Addison. © That our Saviour had 
been in Egypt, this Celsus * though he raises 


a monſtrous ſtory upon it, is so far from deny- 
« ing, that he tells us our Saviour learned the 
© arts of magic in that country. That Pontius 
* our was brought in judgment before him, and 


corded 


tei. was a deiſt, and lived in the beginning 
of the ſecond century. 


These teſtimonies are sufficient to convince. 


« Pilate was governor of Judea, that our Savi- 


by him condemned and crucified, this is re- 
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EVIDENCE. 13 


© corded by Tacitus. That our Saviour foretold 
several things which came to paſs according to 
© his predictions, this was atteſted by. Phlegon ; 
ein his annals, as we are aſſured by the learned : 


« Origen againſt Celsus.'t I might easily 
multiply teſtimonies, but J forbear, the point 15 
proved, and nothing but the greateſt 1 Ignorance 


or blindeſt obltinacy can reſiſt the eonviction 
these evidences carry with them. And 


Fourthly, It adds no small weight to the 
above i x nts, that seme ancient and mo- 
ts, unable to deny the truth of the above 
te e have acknowledged, Cluiſt did ac- 
tually exiſt, Among the ancient deiſts, Celsus, 
of the second century, Porphyry, of the third, 


and the emperor Julian of the fourth, acknow- 


ledged the real exiſtence of Chriſt, 


Porphyry and Julian confeited © That ma- 
ny miraculous cures, and works out of the or- 
* dinary course of nature were wrought by him.” 


* and Celsus was so far from calling in queſtion. 


© his existence, that publicly, he hardly presu- 
* med to deny his miraelés. + 


D | Like 


+ Addiſon's Evidences. g. 26-20. 
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14 ON--.THE+HISTORIONT EVIDENCE. 


Like the ancient deists, many among the 
moderns, have been overcome by the strength ot 


Paine, with all his insolence, dare not presume 


en this ground. The fact is too well eſtabliſhed 


to permit them to call it in queſtion, Happy 
would these gentlemen be, it they could prove, 
or even offer the very ſhadow of a proof, that 
Chriſt never did appear: but finding this im- 


poſſible, resolute in their desperate cause, they 
: employ all their force i in end leavouring to inva- 


lidate the ci edit of those chin, irs recorded of 
him. 5 


nnr ess 


Hume, with all his sophistry, and 
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TS SAY 1... 
ON THE 


COLLATERAL EVIDENCE. 


E have already scen that even deiſtsare 
obliged to ackncwledge the real exiſt- 
ence of jesus Chriſt. This beirg allowed, it 
will be attended with little difficulty to prove 
Chriſtianity a Divine dispensation. 
Object ions have been raised by Berkley and 
Pricſtly, to the exiſtence of matter and spirit. 
The former has afferted that man is all spirit, 
the latter that he is all matter. If men of such 
philosophical minds raise cbjeꝗ ions to the ex- 
iſtence of body and soul, is it any proof that the 
Bible is a fable, because scme raise objections 
to it? We might as reasonably admit that we 
have neither fleſh ncr bleed, because Ferkley 
dupposes we are all spirit; as conclude Chris- 
tianity is not from God, because it is 8 
bY wie ieked and deſ.gning men. If by a few plain 
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16 de THE: COLATERAT. 


arguments thon, we make it appear that Chris- 
tianity isof God, every objection may be conſi- 


dered light as vanity, and empty as the air. 
To eſtabliſſi this point, let us review Tha 


Character of Chriſt: The ſyſtem of morality he 


taught: The miracles he wrought : The pro- 
phecies he delivered: The character of his 


Apoſtles : The rapid ſpread of the goſpel: The 
effects it produces on helievers : and, The ſup- 
port it affords the mind in the moſt trying 
talonsls ng lh: TY 

I. The Character of Chrift, is a proof that 


Christianity is of God. Jesus Christ was ci- 


ther one of the baſeſt of men, or what he pre- 


tended to be: a deceiver is the worſt of charic- 


ters, and unleſs he were the Meſſiah, and the 
Son of God, he was a deceiver : but that he was 


not adeceiver, Mr. Paine himſelf confeſſes: le 


acknowledges that Christ was a good and am- 


able man. This conceſſion is all that is necet- 
ſary to prove his miſſion Divine. Did he, or 
did he not aſſert “ I proceeded forth, and came 


from God? ” Jahn viii. 42. Did he, or did 


he not claim the relationſhip of The only be- 


« gotten Son of God? Ju iii. 16, 17. an 
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EVIDENCE, 17 
the character of the Meſh ah foretold by Moses 
and the prophets. F-hn iv. 25, 26. If he de- 


| elared the firſt, claimed the second, and aſſiu- 
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* 
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med the laſt, he either did it juſtly, that is, he 
was what he profeſſed ; or unjuſtly, that is, he 
was a liar. One of these concluſions muſt be 
drawn, we can draw no other. If he pretended 


to be what he was not, how could he be fa good 


man? 's a liar a good man? Is an hypocrite 
a good man? They may, in Mr. Paine's view, 
but not in mine. But if Chriſt were what he 
profeſsed to be, then his character ſtands fair, 


he was a good man. But how can Mr. P. or 


any other person prove Chriſt a good man, un- 
leſs they believe he was the Son of God, and 
the Meſſiah ? he certainly was worse than that 
infamous character, Mahomet, unleſs his pre- 
tenfions were juſt. Does a good man spend his 
time in telling the moſt awful falſhoods ? does 
a good man use every effort to deceive his fel- 
lows? can we suppose Chriſt was a good man, 
if he pursued this course? This is not the only 
inconſisteney in Mr. Paine's writings! The 
goodneſs of chiaracter, therefore, allowed to 
Christ, proves him to be what he profefied he 
> „ n 
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was; and the conceſſion of Mr, Paine, in the 
viewofevery thinking man, confutes all his 
own arguments, and answers all his own ob- 
qccions. | 


further confirmation that Chriſtianity is of God. 
That every virtue is carried to a higher degree 
of purity and perfection by the Christian Reli- 
Lion than by any other system, has never bcen 
disputcd, even by its greatest foes, How did 
it come to paſs that the son of a poor carpenter, 
and bis illiterate colleagues, ſhould be able to 

chned in than all theau- 
"8 thors of Greece and Rome? A morality 80 ex- 
| alted as that taught 
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produce a mere re 


in the new testament, could 
never be the production of a poor illiterate 
man. 1 

£ If all the Philosap zhers 1 Greece and Rome 

nere unable to produce such a system, notwith- 

„ | itanding they studied and wrote years for it: 

j i how is it reasonable to suppose that the son of 


1 Surely none can seriouſly think that what es- 
ö caped the penetration of Aristotle, Plato, and 
Cicero, could be * covered by tl; e son of Jo- 


ih veph, 


II. The system of morality he . is a 


1 «poor carpenter ſhould be equal to the taik?. 


Wes 


hv 


We 
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seph, without supernatural aid.“ When there 


fore, I conſider the parentage, the temporal eir- 
cumſtances, and ſituation of the author of Chris- 


tianity in Judea, with his few or no advantages 


for improvement, and the character of his col- 
leagues; and examine the sublime doctrines 
they taught, and the fine morality they propa- 


gatcd : I say, when I conſider these things, I 
am forced, for I cannct account for it in any 


other way, I am forced to believe them tobe 
under $upernatural influence. If there fore, there 
were no other evidence of the truth of Christi- 


anity but its refined and exalted morality, So 


far above the reach of mortals, I ſhould say, 
Its morality is an inconteſtible proof that iris 
of Ged.“. 5 3 i 
III. The miracles he wrought, are proofs 
of the Divine origin of Christianity, That 


Chriſt did work the miracles ascribed to him, 


was not denied by the ancient deiſts. It has 


been thewn already, that Celsus, a famous deiſt 
ot the sccond eentury, could not deny them. 
How happy would he have been, had it been 

min his power? but it was not. If a learned and 


erafty Philoſopher so long ago could not detect 
| IS. 
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any falſhood in the teſtimony given of the mira. | 
eles, how can any, without the charge of raſh. : 
neſs, presume now to call them in queſtion ? 
To the name of Celsus, I add that of the u 
mous Tacitus the hiſtorian : he says, T bat 
many miraculous cures, and works out of the or- 
dinary courſe of nature were wrought by him.” 
| This was alſo confeſſed by Julian the apoſtat”, 
I Porphyry, and Hierocles: all of them not on- 
WW ly Pagans, but profeſſed enemies and perſecu- 
= tors of Chriſtianity, From their teſtimonies it is Þ 2 | 
9 proved that Chriſt worked miracles. What hie & $a) 
| bittereſt enemies confeſſed, cannot be called in 1 in 
gqueſtion. Could these miracles be wrought with- _ 1 : thy 
„ out supernatural power? can any man now by Fc 
a2 word reſtore ſight to the blind, health to tile | ent 
it 0 ſick, and life to the dead? Is it reasonable to | Y pat 
suppose that God would aſſiſt Chriſt to work „ anc 
miracles, if he were an impoſtor ? would he an 
i" countenance a lie? It naturally follows then, | no 
chat he who wrought the miracles recorded in ca 
the new teſtament muſt have been aſſiſted by | : tio 
God, and as they were wrought to prove the Þ ; 
truth of the. Chriſtian Religion, Chriſtianity Þ on 
muſt be divine. N ee 
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IV. Tue prophecies he delivered, are, fur- 
ther proofs of the same point. The fulfilment 


of prophecy, was a pow erful argument on the 
minds of Jews and Pagans in the ß ag ch of 
Chriſtianity. 5 
The. predictions of Christ Were not. a fo 
moſt of them relating to things the moſt un- 
likely to come to paſs. But for the sake of 
brevity, we. muſt confine ourselves to one ot 
these. — „And when he was come near, he 


beheld the city, (Jerusalem) and wept over it, 


saying, If thou hadſt known, even thou, at least 


in tllis thy day, the things which belong unto 


thy peace ; but now they are hid from thine eycs. 


For the days ſhall come upon thee, that thine 


enemies ſhall east a trench about thee, and com- 
paſs thee round, and keep thee in on every fide, 


and ſhall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee, and they ſhall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another; be- 
cause thou knewest not the time of thy Viſita- 
tion.” Luke xix. 4144. 


This paſſage is a direct and explicit predicti- 


on of the destruction of Jerusalem. The same 


event is is frequently referred to by Christ in tus. 


5 different 


© , 
** 
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different De * The agreement between 8 7 & 
the predictions of the destruction of this famous tc 
city, and the circumstances of the event, that is, : 
the ruin of the Jewiſh nation, and capture f pi 
Jerusalem, under the Roman emperor. Vespa- li 
ſian, thirty fix years after Christ's death, is most! in 
evident. The history of this event is handed c 
down by Josephus: his testimony, who was an | m 
eye-witneſs, and whose national prejudices 1 at 
must strongly bias his mind against Chriſtiani- I ne 
Wd. ty, cannot be disputed : and yet his testimony of | 1 se 
5 1 the event accords so exactly with the prediction, Je 
5 that he appears to have been raised up by Di- | ; gl 


A NEE 


vine providence to bear witneſs without deſign, | * ri, 

to the truth of Chriſtianity, by plainly proving EE | 
that the prophecies of Chriſt were fulfilled. | = 
It may be questioned whether these prop! i N ; Je 
Wil cies were really delivered before the event. . 
0 i That they were, will appear elcarly if you con- | bs 
ide r the follow! ing F | EÞ dr 
„ N judgment of antiquity, though v vary - | tic 
15! in the precise year of the publication of fle Ae 
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gospels, concurs in aſſigning them a date ou 
to the deſtruction of Jerusalem. * 

2. This judgment is confirmed by a ſtrong 
probability ariſing from the course of human 


life. The deſtruction of Jerusalem took place 


: in the seventieth year after the birth of Chriſt, 


the three Evangeliſts, one of whom was his im- 


mediate companion, and the other two aſſoci- 
ated with his companions, were, it is probable, 


not much younger than he was, they muſt eon- 


sequently have been far advanced in life when 
; Jerusalem was taken, and no reason has been 


given why they thould defer "STE their hiſto- 
ries so long. 


3. If the Evangeliſts at the time of writing 
the gospels, had known of the deſtruction of 
Jerusatem, by which catastrophe the prophecies 
were plainly fulfilled, it is most probable that 
in recording the predictions, they would have 
dropped some word or other about the comple- 
tion, in like manneras Luke aiter relating the 


denunciation of a dearth by Agabus, adds, 


* | „ which 


* Lardner. Vol. Xiii, 
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which came to pas in the days of C la Wilts & 
Car. „ f Aebi l. 26. © | 

4. The admonitions which Chriſt gave to his . 5 D 
followers * to save themselves by flight, are 7 be 
bs. not eafily accounted for on the suppoſition of 
[| bl the prophecy being fabricated after the event. tel 
Ii 5. I think that if the prophecies had been com- 2 4 
paosed after the event, there would have been (ef 
; more specification: the names or deseriptions 2 bir 
1 of the enemies, the general, the emperor would 
| | have been found in them. The deſignation of 5 7 wit 
1 Wl! | the time would have been more determinate . : I ble 
bi! These conſiderations, to an unprejudiced I 


© 


bl mind are concluſive; they prove satisfaQorily Þ| == 
1 that these prophecies were delivered prior to Þ 4 
I. 8 the events. If Chriſt, five and thirty years be- g poſ 
i 2 fore the event, predicted the destruction of the te 
i | city, and the way and manner in which it ws 1 gro 
i tobe destroyed, and the whole came to paſs c:- | bei. 
actly a as he had foretold, was he not poſſeſſed of WE det: 


a Plo- ; 1 and 


— — — —— — — 


F Le Clerc. D Dig. III. ae” Duat, Ty. | : Th 
Num. vii. p. 541. : 75 | ö nen 
N Luke xxi. 20, 21. Matt. xiv, 18. W © | 

+ 1 Paley. val. 11. 5. 17-22. . 
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7 prophetic spirit? and if poſſeſſed of a prophe- 
tie spirit, was he nat under the influence of a 
Divine spirit? was he not what he profeſſed to 


be, and is not Christianity of God? 
V. The character of the writers of the new 


teſtament, is an indisputable evidence of the 


truth of their cause. All the writers of the new 


teſtament unite in bearing witneſs to Chriſt's 


birth, miracles, death, resurrection, and the 


divinity of his miſſion. Living and converſing 


with him, as some of them did, it was impoſſi- 


ble they ſhould be deceived, especially for so 


long a space as three years. They muſt know 


whether in the discharge of their miniſtry, they 


bore witneſs to the truth or to a lie: if any im- 
poſition was attempted, it was impoſſible but 
they muſt have been acquainted with it. On the 


ground therefore, of the new teſtament writers 
being in circumſtances that enabled them to 
determine with certainty whether the miracles 
and miſſion of Chriſt were all a fraud and im- 


poſition, I argue upon their characters thus, 


They were either faithful witneſſes, and so ho- 


neſt men, or false witneſſes, and so dceceivers : 
or in other words, they were either good men, 
e 8 = ar 


— 2 5 2 ö 2 oo we 
* 2 = . ct 


U 
8 = 2462, 7 WIE DINDOEY 
ä r 


e 


e 
— 


— * ca. 
he I IE RENTS 


— —— vg 
* — * 


r 
A — 


= OS > = 


— one = 
. er EO Tere 


—— — 
Nr 
6; > 


A 
6 


— 


ES: ae: 


= 2 2 


. —— 
2 4 9 


DO OE NS Ha 
eee = I 


SuSE ESE 


— oe — — 
r * 
— — —-— 


— — . 


— — —— ” IO —— — — a 
... . —— he nn Se. 


— P— — 


— — 


— — 


1 — ———— 
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ar bad men. Is it reasonable to suppose th ey 
were bad men? Is it usual with bad men to 
condemn all vice? to recommend nothing but 
holineſs and piety? to represent immoral men 
ag children af the devil? to declare that all u 
live and die ſtrangers to a knowledge of Ged, 


and ſtrict obedience to his will, will have their 
part in everlaſting flames? and that none but 
4:3thiul, honeſt, holy men are approved by God 


here, or will be bleſt by him hereafter ? Is this 
I 8ay, like the conduct of wicked men? has na- 
ture so far changed her operations, that bad trees 
bring forth good fruit? And to this add, if they 


had beet false witnefles, or not firmly persuad- 


ed in their own minds of the truth of what they 


es; is it reasonable to suppose they 


would have suffered ſhame, poverty, persecuti- 


on, and death itself, in all its moſt horrid forms 
of torture? would they not ten thousand times 


Over rather have given up their cause, if they 
k new it to be falsc iN than have suffered the lots | 


of their goods, imprisonment, and death? surely 


none can ser ioully think tt: at these men knew 
the whole was an imp ture. And if the y Were 


not witnelles 10 4 lie, but hc nel and alithtu! 
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witnefſes to the truth, their characters are fair, 
and we pronounce them moral men: and if they 
were honeſt moral men, had Chriſt been an im- 
poſtor, would they have represented him as the 
moſt perfect pattern of virtue and piety, the 


world had ever seen; yea a spotleſs character, 


a man in whom there was no guile? Beſides, 


is it reasonable, if they were good men, that 
they ſhould have been so induſtrious to deceive 
the people, persuading them not only that he 


was the Meſſiah, but that they muſt rely upon 


him for the salvation of their souls? We can- 
not suppose they could act this part if they were 


good men, { which it appcars they were) but 
80 at os | } \ 


are conſtrained to believe that their teſtimony 
was true, the cause in which they laboured di- 


„ 
* 
£ 


vine, and the religion for which they died, the 


offspring of God. 


VI. The rapid spread of the gospel, forms 


another argument ſtrongly in favour of the truth 


of Chriſtianity. The Acts of the Apoſtles af- 


tord us a view of the progreſs it made during 


their lives. The account there given is con- 
firmed by Tacitus, Pliny, and others. 
Tacitus speaking of the Chriſtians in con- 
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nection with what we have already related, of 
the fire at Rome, says, They had their deno. 


mination from Christus. That the pernicious 


superſtition, though checked for a while, broke 


out again, and spread not only over Judea, but 


reached the city (Rome) also. At firſt they were 
only apprehended who confeſſed themselves of 
that sect, afterwards, a vaſt multitude were 
discovercd by them.” 

Pliny says, For many of all ages and every 
rank, of both sexes likewise, are accused, an 
will be accused: 
superſtition seized cities 89289 but leſſer towns 


nor has the contagion of this 


also, and the open country.“ 


« There was not a nation, either greek, bar- 
barian, or of any other name, even of them 
who wander in tribes, and live in tents, amongſt 


whom prayers and thanksgivings were not oſſer- 


ed tothe Father and Creator of the universe by 


the name of the crucified Jesus.“ To this de- 
elaration of Juſtin Martyr, I add what Tertul- 


lian says, We have filled your cities, iſlands, | 


towns, and boroughs, the * the Senate, and 
the forum.” 


It needs no further proof that within a few. 
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work of still greater difficulty 
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known world ; and that in little-more thanithree 


hundred years it beeame the eftabliſhed Rego 


through the vaſt Roman empire: N ing 


In these several stages the History is widu 
out a parallel. Po establiſh a new religion az 


mongst a few people, or in one fingle nation, is 


a thing in itself execedipgly difficult: t 
duee a new kaſch, a ne- Way of ba an 
ac Ning, and to Pers: ade Many n: tions to quit 41 
religion in which their ancestors had lived and 


died, which had been delivered down to them 
from time immemorial, to make them for sabe 
and despise the deities that they had been ace 


customed to reverence and worſhip : this is a 


of education, worldly policy, and superstition, 
is almost invincible.” + 


lf men now become Christians in conse- 
quence of parental influence, or the power of 


faſhion, it was not so formerly: men and wo- 
men became Christians in oppoſition to deep- 
. ee 


Jertin's dis. on the Chriſt. rel. p. 107. ed. iv. 


r the ac cengomoef Chuiſt, the gos 
was preached in mot brineipal- places of: the 
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rooted prejudices, ſhame, persecution, and 1 Fe 
death,” Surely the millions that became converts 7 5 1 
to Chriſtianity at so dear a rate, were well s. 2 5 Us 
tis lied that it was no impoſture. 3 7 tic 
The propagation of this religion was na [| 3 
leſs extraordinary than the religion itself, nor | E th 
leſs above the reach of all human power, than Þ 7 ar, 
| the discovery of it was above all human under. | de 
1 ſtanding. It! is well known that in the course of [Rn ed 
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| Wt a very few years, it was spread over all the prin- f 7 tic 
1 cipal parts of Aſia and of Europe : and this by | : 
the miniſtry of an inconſiderable number of the 
molt inconfiderable persons: that at this time 


paganism was in the higheſt repute, believed BR Tl 
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018 allisted at its SUCTLIICES, and consulted its 3 of 


oracles, on the most important oceafions : whe. || 1 
ther these v cre the tricks of tlie ble or of the | 1 I 
devil, is of no consequenee, as they were bo Gr 
equally unlikely to be ee or overcome: f e 
the fact is certain, that on the preaching of a fer ; 
ithermen their MEATS were deserted, and their 
d-ities were dumb. This miracle they undouht- 
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'EVIDENCE. 


rest: and this is surely sufficient to prove the 
authority of their commiſſion, and to convince 


us that neither their undertaking nor the execu- 


tion of it could poſſibly be their own.” * 
VII. The power and efficacy which attend 
the promulgation of Chriſtianity forms another 


argument in favour of its divine origin. The 
deſign of Chriſtianity is infinitely more exalt- 


ed than the def gu of any other religious inſtitu- 


tion. The deſign of Christianity is to reform 
Man, not partially, but wholly : not a particu- 


lar spot, but the whole world. Its deſign is to 


correct the erroncous, to deſtroy prejudices, to 


rule and direct the aflections of tte hcart, to 
inſtruct the mind in the true knowledge and 


worſhip of God, to form mortals for the sceiety 


of Angels, and at length to cenduct them safe 
to that haven where ſtorms never rise, where 
unmoleſted safety cver dwells, How worthy of 


GN 0 0 * * „ Fa 6” bo 
God is this deſign! Nor is it leſs noble in its 


ef.cds. We have seen the profiicate Magdalen, 


and that virulent persccutor, Saul, reformed by 


its divine energy. We have heard of thousands 
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2 ON THE, .COLLATERAL 


Whose hearts were cold and carnal, being u WAI Is 
ed with a rational piety: of others Whose un- 


derſtandings were blinded, being enlightened: of 


others whose paſſions were turbulent and li- 
centious, . becoming meek and holy: and of 
others Whose lives have been the molt base, be- 


coming the beſt of fathers, maiters, wives, scr- 


vants, and children. This is not an uncommon 
case, it s common through Chriſtendom : molt 


Some 


who have felt these salutary ny 5 ch, 
It was the boait of the Apoſtles that the gospel 
was the power of God to salvation to every one 


that believed, and it has been the glorv of the 
Christian Church ever since, that thousands 
are reformed within her pale, while under the 


influence of every other religious 2 tem tl.cy- 


* Worse. 


To the man who is s the 0 of these ef. 


zi 


feds, 3 it is the moſt powerful and convincing 


argument that can be produced in favour ot 
Chriſtianity. “ Surely, ” 


says he (and what 
man will not say it with him) „ that which has 


purified my heart, enlightened my mind, pow- 
erfully drawn me to duty, and led me to the 


practise | 


pradise of holineſs, muſt come from God.“ 
On the whole, none can dispute but good has 


been done, wherever Chriſtianity has been cor 
dially received. It is quite unreasonable to sup- 


pose that any evil power was the author of this 


good. It is no leſs evident that no syſtem of re- 


ligion merely human, and unaided by superior 


influence, could produce all those wonderful 
effects which have attended Chriſtianity, Who 
then but God interposed in this ease? To whom 
but to him are we to attribute the good that in 
this way has been done? Has he in this inſtance > 
reſigned his prerogative to another, and ceascd 


to be the author of good? or did he maintain 


this right while he bleſſed a lie, and coun- 
tenanced evil that good might come. 


VIII. The support Chriſtianity affords the 


mind in the moſt diſtreſſing seasons, is another 


meonteſtible proof Of its being divine. 


As we are appointed to death by the great 
2 disposer of all, it is but natural to expect he 
2 ſnould make some proviſion for the support of 
3 their minds. in the hour of diffolution, who love 
? 2 and fear him. Laying this domwnasa principle, 
# which to me appears very reasonable, we may 
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34 ON THE COLLATERAL Bm 
infer, if Chriſtianity affords greater support to : 1 i 
the mind i in this trying moment than any other. 
syſteni, it is a ſtrong evidence that Christianity 
is the proviſion which God hath made. 
Where is the man whose imagination is alive, 
hose powers are not impaired, or is not awfully 
hardened in sin, that can die happy, without the 
supports and comforts exhibited in the gospel ? 
I have heard of heroes dying, but of none dy. 
| Tag happy: I have heard of profligate ſinners 
dying, but of none dying happy : I have heard 
| by +0 deiſts dying, but of none dying happy: But 
| on- the contrary, J have heard of hundreds of 
Serious Chriſtians dying in the moſt happy frame 


Ws of mind you can conceive of. How many have | ; = + 
1 triumphed with the great Apoſtle. of the gen- 
tilss, in the face of the king of terrors? 0 


death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is 


thy victory ? Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Chriſt.” |} 
_ How many, in prisons, on the rack, and in | 


the flames, have rejoiced, and sung praises to 

God? Supported by the energy of the same gos- 
el they preached, Paul and Silas were happy, 

yea; Kare ia the ſocks, Thousands ſince 
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” | ety Jay; under the pains of ba nithme 
4 steution, torture and death, have found the glo- 
VT rivus gospel of the bleſſed God Sufficient to SUP>; 

z 3 port their minds, rejoice their hearts, and ep 
I hs their souls, in view of death. This has not 
been the experience of a few: ev ery age and. 
'F | every nation where the gospel has been receiv- 
5 ed, has been witneſs to such dignified submiffi- 
on and rational fortitude. 
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Von of God, if we reſign this divine inheriz 
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Where ſhall we find equal support in 1 ſimilar, E 


: 1 e ircumlitances ? where ſhall we find comfort or 
S Z support when we lie gasping - upon our dying 5 
2 5 ines, if we give up Christianity 2 W here ſhall | 


ve find a religion so suitable to f: inners, and so 
2 
tanee? Deiſts themselves who in health scoffeg 
| 7 the religion of Jesus, when surrounded by 
the terrors of death have been glad to embrace 
At. We never heard of a believer in Chriſtianity 
urn ing deiſt in ſickneſs or death: but we have 
1 eard of many deiſts convinced of their ctror, 
becoming Chriſtians on a fick bed, and in the 
Pear approach of diſſolution 

Deiem affords no Set the mind mes 
£ e various troubles of life, and in, diſſolution, 


iz. „ 
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te moft trying season of all, it crucliy.abag. 


_ dons' the soul to wretchedneſs and despair. 
Hence it is that many deists terminate their 


lives by their own hands: unable to bear re- 


flection, the afflictions of old age, or a linger- 
ing death, they haſten themselves into that ruin 


their guilty consciences imagine to be their e-r- 


tain doom. If men live deiſts, they seldom die 
deiſts. If men live unimpreſſed with the impor- 
tance of religion, they don't di without tccling 
its melt 


— ů — <> Oo 
CONCLUSION. 


comm rn 5 CCI . 1 9 ame 


GC FF I have here demonſtrated the divine 
origin of the Christian religion by any 
argument which cannot be confuted ; no others, 
Yowevever plauſible or numerous, founded on 
probabilities, doubts, and conjectures, can ever 
disprove it: because if it is once ſhewn to be 
true, it cannot be false. Fe 
But here I must observe, that the most un- 
Surmountable, as well a the most usual obſta⸗ 
ele 
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CONCLUSIONS =» 7 
F to our belief, arises from! our paſſions, appe- 
tites, and intereſts; for faith being an act of cho 
will as much as of the underſtanding, we often- 


er diſbelieve for want of inclination, than for, 
want of evidence. Lhe firſt ſtep towards think 
ing this revelation true, is our hope that it is % 
for whenever we much with any propoſition to 


be true, we are not far from believing it. 
It is certainly for the intereſt of all good men 


that its authority Could be well-founded ; and, 
ſtill more beneficial to the bad, if ever they in- 


tend to be better: because it is the only Syſtem 


either of reason or reli gion, which can give them 


any aſſurance of pardon. 
The puniſhment of vice is a debt due to jus- 


tice, which cannot be remitted without com pen- 


mation ; repentance can be no compensation; it 
may change a wicked man's dispoſitions, and 
prevent his offending for the future, but can lay 
no claim to par don ior what is paſt. If any one 
by profligacy and extravagance contracts a debt, 
repentance may make him wiscr, and hinder 
him from running into further distreſſes, but 


can never pay off his old bonds: for which he 


mult be ever accountable, unleſs tley, are dis- 
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| charged. by | himself, or some other in his steg; 5 
this very discharge Chriſtianity alone holds 
forth, to the penitent believer, and if true, will 
certainly perform. The truth of it therefore, 
mult ardently be wiſhed for by all, except the 


wicked, who are determined neither to ern 
or reform. 


8 . CONCLUSION, 


It is well worth every man's . white, who! ei- 


ther ! is, or intends to be virtuous, to believe 
Christianity if he can; because he will find it 
the sureſt preservation againſt all vicious habits, 
and their attendant evils ; the beſt resource un- 
der diftrefles and dappointments, ill health, 

and itl fortune ; and the firmeſt baſis on which: 
contemplation can rest; and without s ome, the 
human mind is never dee at case. But is. 
any one is attached to a favorite pleasure, or ca · 


gerly engaged in worldly pursuits, incompati- 


ble with the precepts of this religion, and he 
be lic yes it, he must either relinquiſh those pur- 


suits with uneaſineſs, or periist in chem with re- 


morse and diſſatisfaction, and therefore must 


commienec unbelicver in his own defence.“ 


Eur 


* Saame fenyn t. p. 119, 114. 
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= jet with scorn, from obstinacy and self- con- 
= ceit. It eannot be detrimental, because if Chris- 


covervstöx. 1 15 30 


44 But ſhould” these credulots' Nah After 
all be inthe right, and this pretended revelation 


be all a fable; from believing it what harm . 


could ensue? Would it render princes more ty- | 
rannical, or subjects more ungovernable ? the 
rich more insolent, or the poor more disorderly? | 


Would it make worse parents, or children, 


huſbands, or wives, maſters, or Servants, friends 
or neighbours ? Or would it not make men more 
virtuous, and consequently more happy in every, 
ſituation? Tt could not be eximinal; It could 
not be detrimental. It could not be eriminal; 


because it cannot be a crime to affent to sueh 


evidence as has been able to convince the beſt 


and wiseſt of mankind ; by which, if false, pro- 
vidence muſt have permitted men to deceive 


each other for the moſt beneficial ends, and 


* 


which therefore it would be surcly more meri- 
torious to believe, from a disp-fition of faith and 


charity, which believeth all things, than to re- 


Vanity is a fable, it is a fable, the belief of which 


1 is the only principle which can retain men in a 
Steady and uniform course of virtue, piety, and 


8 devotion ; 
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40 CONCLUSION; / | 
devotion ;; or can support them in the Hour of 
diſtreſs or ſickneſs, and of death. Whatever 
might be the operations of true deism on the 
minds of Pagan philosophers, that can now a- 
voail us nothing: for that light which once light- 
ed the gentiles, is now absorbed in the brighiter 
illumination of the gospel : we can now form no 
rational syſtem of deism but what muſt be bor- 
rowed from that source, and as far as it reaches 
towards perfection, muſt be exactly the same; 

and therefore if we will not accept of Chriſtian- 
ity, we can have no religion at all. t 
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